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HOUSE BI LL 1171

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dickerson, Meller, Cody, Roberts, Schual-Berke,
Appl eton, Morrell, Darneille, Chase, Kenney and O nsby

Read first tine 01/18/2005. Referred to Conmmittee on Juvenile
Justice & Famly Law

AN ACT Rel ating to dissolution; and anendi ng RCW 26. 09. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 26.09.030 and 1996 ¢ 23 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Wen a party who (1) is a resident of this state, or (2) is a
menber of the arned forces and is stationed in this state, or (3) is
married to a party who is a resident of this state or who is a nenber
of the arnmed forces and is stationed in this state, petitions for a
di ssolution of marriage, and alleges that the marriage is irretrievably
broken and when ninety days have el apsed since the petition was filed
and fromthe date when service of summobns was nade upon the respondent
or the first publication of sumobns was nade, the court shall proceed
as follows:

((5)) (a) If the other party joins in the petition or does not
deny that the marriage is irretrievably broken, the court shall enter
a decree of dissolution.

((2)) (b) If the other party alleges that the petitioner was
induced to file the petition by fraud, or coercion, the court shall
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make a finding as to that allegation and, if it so finds shall dismss
t he petition.

((63))) (c) If the other party denies that the marriage is
irretrievably broken the court shall consider all relevant factors,
including the circunstances that gave rise to the filing of the
petition and the prospects for reconciliation and shall:

(((8y)) () Mke a finding that the marriage is irretrievably
broken and enter a decree of dissolution of the marriage; or

((&)y)) (i) At the request of either party or on its own notion,
transfer the cause to the famly court, refer them to another
counseling service of their choice, and request a report back fromthe
counseling service within sixty days, or continue the matter for not
nmore than sixty days for hearing. If the cause is returned fromthe
famly court or at the adjourned hearing, the court shall:

(()) (A Find that the parties have agreed to reconciliation and
dism ss the petition; or

((+»)) (B) Find that the parties have not been reconciled, and
that either party continues to allege that +the marriage 1is
irretrievably broken. Wen such facts are found, the court shall enter
a decree of dissolution of the marri age.

((64))) (d) If the petitioner requests the court to decree |ega
separation in lieu of dissolution, the court shall enter the decree in
that formunless the other party objects and petitions for a decree of
di ssolution or declaration of invalidity.

(e) In considering a petition for dissolution, a court nmay not use

the petitioner's pregnancy as a basis for denying the decree for
di ssolution, nor may the court continue the matter on that basis.

~-- END ---
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